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The twelfth exchange:
»mp 73 1271% X371 M ex — Rava said to Rabbah bar Mari:

WK AR xn'a’n R X3 — From where can we learn a source
for this thing that people say: X3P 133 Ry"3 Rpr Sy haon
17w — It is a bad palm that grows next to barren trees' 200
Rabbah bar Mari replies:
Y mx — Hesaid to[Raval:  n17wn2 21271737 ~ This thing
is written in the Torah, mxm3 "W — repeated in the
Prophets, ©wminay whwm — stated a third time in the
Writings, pmuanpa 1am — we learned about in a Mishnah
Knn722 KM — and it was taught in a Baraisa.
Rabbah bar Mari explains each of these sources:
amna N3 — It is written in the Torah, 1wy 7%, 2naq
“Srypwi-Hx — for it is written: Esau went to Ishmael and took
Machalas, the daughter of Ishmael ... as a wife for himself 3
prxm33 My — It isrepeated in the Prophets, 1pYnn,, 31nay
My DRYN] (N WP WK nno-bx — for it is written:
Boorish men collected around Yiftach, and they ventured
forth with him.®  prana3 wowm — It is stated a third time
in the Writings, 1% 1% o1 w31 1wy wnb qiy 93 3mnog ~
_ for it is written: Every bird dwells with its kind, and a person
with someone similar to him."*® pnunman — We learned it
in a Mishnah:®¥ xnp xnub "21ma 5 — ALL THAT 1S
. CONNECTED TO something TAMEI 1S itself TAMEL,  13mmn 53
917Y 1179 — and ALL THAT 1S CONNECTED TO something TAHOR
18 itself TAHOR1®!  xnv33 kM — And it was taught in a
Baraisa: “mx 7yhKr a7 — RELIEZER SAYS: 773 o x5
37y S¥K 7M1 — IT IS NOT FOR NOTHING THAT THE STARLING
WENT NEXT TO THE RAVEN,  11Mm KWW 291 KYR — BUT BECAUSE
[THE RAVEN] IS ITS OWN SPECIES."® All of these sources suggest
the general idea that a person’s bad associates are instructive
regarding the person himself.
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(] Four people made requests in an improper
manner. The requests of three were [nevertheless]
granted in a proper way. [The request of the fourth
— Jephthah — was not.] Jephthah said, "“Whatever
comes forth from the doors of my house to meet me
... I will offer up as a burnt offering”” (Judges 11:31).
If a donkey, dog, or cat [which may not be
sacrificed] had come out, would he have offered it
as a burnt offering? And the Holy One, Blessed is
He, sent his way something that was not fitting. R’
Yochanan said: [Jephthah] was obligated to bring a
burnt offering equal to her value. Reish Lakish said:
He was not even obligated to bring that. Was not
Phinehas there to release him from his vow? But
Phinehas said, “He needs me, and 1 should go to
him? [He should come to me!]”” And Jephthah said,
“1 am the head officer of Israel. I should go to
Phinehas? [He should come to me!]”’ Between the
two of them the girl was lost, and both of them
were punished for her death. Wherever Jephthah
went, one of his limbs would fall off and be buried
there. And Phinehas lost his Divine Inspiration
(Bereishis Rabbah 60:3).
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If a person does not have Torah in his hand -- he has nothing! So you find regarding Yiftach
Hagiladi; because he was not a ben Torah he lost his daughter. When? At the time that he
fought with Bnei Amon and vowed at that time, as it says: Yiftach declared a vow to
Hashem and said, "If You will indeed deliver Bnei Amon into my hand, then it shall be that
wha_tever emerges ... from the doors of my house toward me when I return in peace from
Bnei Amon, it shall belong to Hashem and I shall offer it up as an elevation

oﬁeriqg." (Shoftim 11:30-31) At that time G-d was very angry with him. He said: If a dog
or a pig or a camel would come out of his house would he offer it before Me? Therefore, He
arranged that it be his daughter. Why was all this? So that all those who took vows wo(:ld
learn the laws of vows, so as not to act mistakenly with vows.

- "Behold! His daughter was coming out toward him ... When he saw her he tore his clothes
and said, 'Alas, my daughter! ... I have opened my mouth to Hashem and I cannot

: rc_acant."' (11:35) Pinchas was there, and still he (Yiftach) says, "I cannot recant?" Rather

- Pinchas said: I am the High Priest, son of the High Priest, how shali I go to an ignoramusal
Yiftach said: I am the leader of the judges of Israel, head of the officers, 1 shall lower B
. myself and go to a simpleton?! Between the two of them this misfortunate girl was lost

~ from the world. Both were held accountable for her death: Pinchas -- the Divine Spirit left

. him; Yiftach -- his bones were scattered, as it says, "He was buried in the cities of

Gilad." (12:7)

When he sought to sacrifice her, she cried before him. His daughter said to him: My father

I came toward you with joy, and you slaughter me? Did G-d write in his Torah that Israel ’
should_sacriﬁce human lives before G-d? Does it not say in the Torah, "When a man among
you brings an offering to Hashem: from animals"” etc. (Vayikra 1:2) -- "From animals” and
pot from humans! He said to her: My daughter, I vowed, "Whatever emerges ... I shall offer
it up as an elevation offering." Can one who vows not fulfill his vow?

She said to him: But Yaakov Avinu, who vowed, "Whatever you will give me, I shall tithe to
You" (Bereishit 28: 22) and G-d gave him twelve sons -- did he sacrifice one' of them to G-
d? Moreover, Chana, who said, "She made a vow and said, Hashem ... if you take note of
t‘he suffering of your maidservant ... then I shall give him to Hashem all the days of his
life” (Shmuel I 1:11) -- did she sacrifice her son before G-d? She [Yiftach's daughter] said
all of these things to him, but he did not listen to her. When she saw that he didn't listen to

her, she said to him, allow me to go down to the Beit Din, perhaps they will find an opening
for your vow.

She went to them, but they did not find an opening for Yiftach to release his vow, on
account of the sin that he slaughtered of the tribe of Ephraim. About him it says, "A pauper
who robs the destitute is like a torrential rain, which leaves no food." (Mishlei 28:3) "A
pauper who robs the destitute" -- this refers to Yiftach who was a pauper in Torah, like the
stump of a sycamore tree, who would rob the destitute, as is says, "[The men of Gilad]
would say to him: Now say 'shibolet,' but he said, 'sibolet’ -- for he could not enunciate
properly, and he would slaughter them." Therefore, "like a torrential rain, which leaves no
food" -- he had one who could release his vow, but "leaves no food" -- G-d hid the halacha
from them, so that they would not find an opening to release him of his vow.

He went up and slaughtered her, and the Holy Spirit screams out: Did I want you to offer
lives before Me? "Which I had not commanded, nor spoken, nor had entered my

mind."” (Yirmiya 19:5) "I had not commanded” -- Avraham to slaughter his son, but rather 1
said to him, "Do not stretch out your hand" (Bereishit 22:12), to show all the nations
Avraham's love that he didn't withhold his son from Me to do the will of his Creator. "Nor
spoken" -- to Yiftach to sacrifice his daughter.
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9mIK] — ANDITSTATES: **10W K73 HKmMYIMAasa axawn,, —
MOSES AND AARON WERE AMONG HIS PRIESTS, AND SAMUEL AMONG
THOSE WHO INVOKE HISNAME."  mwSwa o 9p awhw 31nan bpw
oY 1M ~ SCRIPTURE has EQUATED THREE OF THE LEAST SIGNIF-
JCANT leaders WITH THREE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT leaders."”!
3% amb — This Scriptural equation comes TO TELL YOU that
11172 AWN3 173 YY1 — YERUBAAL IN HIS GENERATION IS LIKE
MOSES IN HIS GENERATION;  1M72 ]1IX21 M2 172 — BEDANINHIS
GENERATION IS LIKE AARON IN HIS GENERATION; YM73 nno
9113 YX1W3 ~ YIFTACH IN HIS GENERATION IS LIKE SAMUEL IN HIS
GENERATION. 1923w bp 1988w 71%Y9 — This comes TO TEACH
YOU THAT EVEN THE MOST INSIGNIFICANT OF THE INSIGNIFICANT
1372¥7 Y D)8 NN — WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED A LEADER OVER
THE COMMUNITY®! 1 R3W 713K2 Xy 0 — ISLIKE THE MOST
DISTINGUISHED OF THE DISTINGUISHED."Y/ 111X} — AND further-
more IT STATES:#® i WX LOWI-YX) DnYa DUIID9R DR,
Q717 DY — AND YOU SHALL COME TO THE KOHANIM, THE LEVITES
AND TO THE JUDGE WHO WILL BE INTHOSE DAYS. Why must the verse
add, who will be in those days? Y¥x 79w pIRw qny15y nYyn ™
32 My KSY 177 — WOULD IT ENTER YOUR MIND THAT A PERSON
WOULD GO TO A JUDGE WHO WAS NOT living IN HISDAYS? 37 'K K7
waraw vow Yyx xhx 1% — Rather, by making this seemingly
superfluous statement, the verse is teaching you THIS: YOU NEED
NOT seek to GO TO ANY JUDGE OTHER THAN the one THATIS INONE'S
OWNDAYS.®  7mx) — AND furthermore, ITSTATES: KN bx,,
9 KN DAL P DIWKIT DMWY NXT 7 — DONOT SAY, “WHY WASIT
THAT FORMER TIMES WERE BETTER THAN THESE?"'")
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{(JHe was a righteous

man who dwelt among

wicked neighbors of the tribe of Ephraim. He
saw them burn their sons and daughters for
the Baal, and he too went and killed his daughter
after making a vow to God that inadve.rtently fell
on his daughter. Thus he became wicked and
did not merit burial. [instead], his bones were
scattered everywhere (Aleph Beis d’Ben Sira, Otzar

HaMidrashim 36).
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